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Filling School Board Vacancies 
The 2015 and 2016 General Assemblies made changes to Iowa law on the process for filling school 
board vacancies. Specifically, the legislation requires school boards to publish notice of their intent to 
fill the vacancy by appointment and provides a process by which citizens can petition to require a 
special election under certain circumstances. Below is an overview of the steps boards should 
consider in filling a school board vacancy.  

Filling a Vacancy  
A vacancy occurs when a board member dies, resigns or leaves office, fails to reside in the school 
district or director district, or meets other parameters established in law.  

Appointment: Once a vacancy occurs, the board may fill the vacancy by board appointment within 30 
days of the vacancy.  

Publication Required: To fill a vacancy by appointment, the board must publish notice stating the 
board intends to fill the vacancy by appointment, but that the electors of the school district have the 
right to file a petition requiring that the vacancy be filled by a special election. Here is recommended 
language for published notice: 
 
Pursuant to Iowa Code 279.6, the _________________ School Board publishes this notice of its intent 
to appoint a person to fill a vacancy on the Board.  Eligible electors of the _____________________ 
School District have the right to file a petition requiring that this vacancy be filled by special election. 
Petitions must be received by the board secretary within 14 days after the publication of this notice. 
For details and signatory requirements, contact the board secretary. 

Petition Deadline and Requirements: Electors have 14 days after the published notice to file a 
petition calling for the vacancy to be filled by special election. The petition must contain signatures of 
at least 100 eligible electors, or 30 percent of the number of voters at the last regular school election, 
whichever is greater. 

Special Election Requirement:  If the board is unable to fill a vacancy by appointment within 30 days 
after the vacancy occurs or if a valid petition is submitted, the board secretary will call a special 
election to be held no sooner than 60 days and not later than 70 days after the vacancy occurred. A 
board member elected at the special election will serve the remaining portion of the unexpired term. 

Districts should contact the county auditor for information on petition forms and to discuss scheduling 
dates for special elections if a petition were to be filed. 
 
Questions: Contact IASB at (515) 288-1991 or IASB@ia-sb.org.  
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